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afire and burned. Afterwards the enemy went to them and carried
off (p. 4) the artillery and the Napolitana> frigate.
The enemy having entered (sooner than seemed possible) and
taken the city, everybody left in disorder, each hastening to where his
wife and household were. So there remained none to offer any
offence to the corsair excepting Anton de Barros who with some
men was in the vicinity of San Francisco monastery and elsewhere
about the city, seeking to do him damage; and Pedro Mexia Mirabal,
who was at Boqueron; and Juan de Castaneda, captain of the saetia,
who also was with him. They held the fort all Thursday until one
o'clock at night. They had orders to evacuate since they could not
defend it against the force which menaced them.
At the post which Captain Alonso Bravo Montemayor was de-
fending with his company, they captured him and killed his ensign.
His ransom was arranged at 2000 pesos wrhich they said he paid with
jewels and valuables from his house. Freed from prison in exchange
for the jewels wiiich were paid for his ransom, they said his wife fell
sick at Turbaco on an estate there and died on the I5th of the present
month of March; and while declarant was in Colpique he heard
many people say that Captain Francis had permitted her body to
be brought for burial to the Franciscan monastery and there the
said captain caused her to be interred with the greatest solemnity
possible, with flags reversed and drums muffled, and they say that
he himself was present at the funeral ceremony.
After the city was taken the bishop and the governor and the dean,
Fray Juan de las Parras, and many other persons, returned to it to
treat with Captain Francis of ways and means. He received them
and people of all conditions well, especially the gentlemen and
soldiers; but with the seamen he is harsh. Finally, in the form and
manner that has been written to the alcalde mayor of the city of
Nombre de Dios and to the gentlemen of the royal Audiencia at
Panama, they agreed upon a ransom for that part of the (p. 5) city
which had not been burned.
When they had come to an agreement on the ransom, they asked
the Englishman to depart from the city and fort on receipt of the
sum they had fixed upon. He replied that he did not know whether
he could do it that same day, but within three or four days following
he would do so. The payment will be completed on next Monday,
the 24th, and it is understood that he will proceed to this city of
Nombre de Dios, for he himself has so announced.
During the time that this enemy has been in the harbour he has
been careening his ships as though he were in his own country.